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JuST ANOTHER 
MANIC MONDAY

Striving to beautify our campus, custodian Mimi Thomas 
wipes a window free of fingerprints in Kimpel Hall. Her 
diligence  helped maintain an environment conducive to 
living and learning. 
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WALKING                                        into her narrow break room in 
Kimpel, the aroma of brewing coffee seems to lift up her Monday stresses. 
To her right, Patty Allred, her co-worker sits, enjoying her first break of the 
day. Mimi Thomas begins to talk about her hectic schedule. 
 “Mondays are always up in the air,” she says. Waking up at 3:30 in the 
morning, getting ready for work, driving from Farmington and arriving 
at the University at 6:30 a.m., is a usual routine for her. Throughout the 
day she checks classrooms, restrooms and cleans up any spills in her three 
main buildings: Band, Music and Kimpel. Once 3 p.m. arrives, she is more 
than ready to go home and relax. 
 Being a part of the UA family, Thomas enjoyed spending time with her 
co-workers, the scrumptious potlucks and meeting new people. 
 “We’re always laughing, having a good time and drinking coffee, Mimi 
is a great friend and co-worker who is always there to talk to,” Allred said. 
Thomas added that they loved to talk. The two blue uniformed women 
also knew how to listen to each other when one is in need of advice. The 
best remedy for anything is chocolate. 
 “It’s a girl thing,” Thomas said.
 Thomas, a Chicago native, lived in the city for most of her youth and 
teenage years. After her brother from California moved to Arkansas, the 
rest of her family came down. Here in Arkansas, Thomas truly enjoyed the 
slow-paced lifestyle, the woods and nature. She enjoyed theatre and the 
fine arts events. She loved to crochet, make jewelry, decorate her house 
and take care of her kittens. Attending Cavalry Chapel on Sundays was 
very important to her. 
 “[Being a Christian is] a focal point in my life,” Thomas said. 
 Thomas’ family was a radiant portion of her life, with three grown 
daughters, eight grandchildren and two great grandsons to keep her busy. 
Her husband, who passed away, still remained close to her heart. 
 The work of a custodian was not always the easiest, but she knew how 
to keep optimism and a good spirit in her every action. Thomas, who had 
worked for the University of Arkansas for more than 15 years, was known 
by all as an upbeat, gentle and loved individual and would remain that way 
after her retirement. 
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