
Class, placed 12th in the nation in 2008. The team, a part of 
the National College Paintball Association (NCPA), played 
in a competitive, tournament style with a five-man format.  
They competed in the annual national event at Lake Land, 
Fla., where they went head-to-head with 60 other teams 
from all over the country.
 Team played closer to home, as well, and the third annual 
Arkansas Open, was scheduled in the spring of 2011, 
bringing paintball competitors from all around the region 
to compete. 

 “We happen to have the ability and privilege to host the 
event,” Carson said. 
 In order to maintain strength and focus for competitions, 
weekly Sunday practices were held in Tontitown at 10 a.m. 
and continued “‘till we run out of paint or [it] gets too dark,” 
Carson said. Occasional practices were held on Saturdays 
for the players who want to improve their skills. 
 “[We are] always looking to expand the club,” Carson 
said. But, time commitment was a crucial component for 
new member selection. The paintball team was open to 
anyone who was serious, determined and willing to try 
something new. 
 The only downfall, according to Carson, was the 
expense of buying equipment and gear. A gun could run 
approximately $100 and a case of paintballs might cost 
about $60. 
 “The team had 15 to 16 cases of paintballs that are used 
per tournament,” Carson said. 
 Regardless of the cost, the “old glory stories” told from 
time to time by fellow paintball teammates brought the 
best out of everyone involved. Sophomore Sam Teague 
experienced his victorious moment last year during the 
NCPA Nationals tournament against Wisconsin-Platteville. 
 “I felt goose bumps forming across my body,” Teague 
said. “The team began calling the Hogs when we stepped 
on the field and at that moment, I knew we were going to 
win.” 
 Both teams were tied with five bodies left alive. Teague 
played “the snake,” a long attack bunker, and hit the other 
team by aiming at a player from a close distance. The 
opponents were unprepared for this maneuver, allowing 
Teague to shoot out the rest of the team and gain a big win.
 These students made paintball a lifestyle. 
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Aiming carefully, two members of the paintball team show off their 
skills.  The UA paintball team was founded in 2006. 
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“love for the game and 
friendshiP have been the 
basis for the team.”
             —dawson carson

Pointing his gun toward a target, a competitor concentrates on the 
goal. The team used 15 to 16 cases of painballs per tournament. 
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