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space for parking two cars and has a storage room.  southern houses 
traditionally have porches, Blackwell said. “Porches are part of the 
social life of the city in the south,” he said. 
 Freshmen in the five year professional program were taught some 
of these fundamentals in designing a space. They were taught to think 
about the space used in a particular location, how it would affect the 

surrounding environment and the people who resided in it. 
 “it all depends on designing the space to fit the client’s needs,” 
freshman Jennifer arana said.
 another freshman, Jennifer Bermudez, said that architecture does 
not live until it becomes shelter for someone that can experience the 
space.
 Being in the architecture realm for 30 years, Blackwell found 
his job a “passionate and patient search for true things.” it is highly 
stimulating and very rewarding. Working with a great staff, colleagues 
and students, Blackwell truly had the best of both worlds: academia 
and a professional practice.

                       sat in his chair facing the boxes in the corner, a small library 
of books ran behind his desk space and architectural magazines were 
scattered on his desk. Marlon Blackwell glanced at the boxes that lay 
untouched.
 “i am constantly moving back and forth,” he said. 
 With another office for his practice in downtown Fayetteville, 
professor and department Chair, Blackwell often changed location. He 
also shifted ideas about Gulf Coast housing recently, with the award-
winning Porchdog House design. The design was created for the Biloxi 
Model Home program sponsored by architecture For Humanity 
for families that lost their homes because of the Hurricane Katrina 
disaster in 2005. Fifteen architects from across the nation submitted 
two designs each. out of seven homes to be built, Blackwell’s design 
was one chosen by richard tyler.
 “all components need to work together,” Blackwell said.
 Federal Emergency Management agency regulations stipulated that 
new homes needed to be elevated, how high depends on the distance 
from the Gulf of Mexico and other factors Blackwell said.   
    The Porchdog was required to withstand a storm surge of 9 feet and a 
Category 4 hurricane. in order to handle the wind, the house also had 
roll-up shutters and sliding screens to protect windows and provide 
security. The screens also allowed for control of light and privacy.
 “The idea was to make the footprint of the house smaller,” Blackwell 
said.
 There were many aspects to consider when designing this house 
in addition to the environmental response. By elevating the house 
to keep it from flooding, the Porchdog provides a covered porch, 

rebuilding lives 
through design
architect marlon blackwell designs model home for 
families affected by the hurricane katrina disaster

story / Gloria trinidad      PHoto /  Mandi HaVEns

“architects need to be 
thoughtful of making space 
efficient, especially in our 
modern lifestyle.”
                            —jennifer arana 
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